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Historic preservation is as much about our future 
as it is about our past. The stewardship embodied in 
preserving cities requires us to understand the past and 
learn from it. The knowledge gained can propel us into 
the future, for the best sort of progress builds upon suc-
cessful history.

The Charleston Preservation Plan presents a vision 
based on our city’s history. The Plan reexamines the 
city’s architectural past, explores its present, and lays 
out comprehensive guidelines to help protect its heri-
tage. Importantly, the Plan addresses historic preserva-
tion in the contemporary context of growth patterns 
and economic development, sustainability and natural 
resources conservation. These are tough issues that will 
continue to impact quality of life for future generations 
of residents and visitors who care about Charleston.

As mayor, I appreciate the collaborative effort by pres-
ervationists and professionals from all across govern-
ment and beyond. This Plan also reflects the input of 
residents and community organizations from all parts 
of Charleston, and I am grateful for their interest and 
participation. These varied stakeholders demonstrate 
expertise but also heart and soul. I believe the Plan can 
serve our city well, and I urge Charlestonians to famil-
iarize themselves with it.

As a Charleston native, I am proud of how deeply our 
citizens treasure the city’s diverse historic resources. 
Charleston is the freedman’s cottage and McLeod 
Plantation, the urbanity of the Lower Peninsula and 
the rural landscapes of Johns Island. The city is our 
neighborhoods, industrial lands, and the public realm, 
and the Plan explores its multiple challenges, in all their 
complexity and promise.

As a citizen, I am driven by a sense of urgency because 
the future is not a distant place. The decisions we make 
now will shape the city for years to come. Charleston, 
now in its fifth century, deserves our commitment to 
progress that is built upon the city’s remarkable heri-
tage. This Plan offers that promise.

Mayor Joseph P. Riley, Jr.
City of Charleston 
December 2007

Letter from the Mayor



In 1974, Charleston set a national standard with the de-
velopment of its ground-breaking Historic Preservation 
Plan. Historic Charleston Foundation played a seminal 
role in the development of that plan, when the preserva-
tion issues facing Charleston were a dying urban core 
in the face of rising suburbanization and strip malls, 
and areas within the historic district were blighted with 
derelict properties and an unkempt, littered waterfront. 
Three key achievements came out of this plan: a build-
ing-by-building inventory south of the Crosstown; vital 
recommendations for a revised height ordinance; and 
a strengthening of the Board of Architectural Review’s 
regulatory authority.

Charleston in 2007 is a very different place from what it 
was in 1974. Thirty-four years ago Charlestonians were 
dealing with urban blight and a decaying downtown; 
today we are dealing with the threat of unchecked 
growth destroying those things that are unique and 
special about our historic community.

In the early spring of 2006, members of Historic 
Charleston Foundation’s Community Planning Com-
mittee began discussing a growing concern over the 
onslaught of large development projects in our commu-
nity coming in rapid-fire succession. Furthermore, the 
preservation community was being brought

into the planning of these projects at a relatively late 
stage of the process. The large number and size of the 
projects prompted us to take a hard, proactive look at 
the major preservation issues facing Charleston. The 
Foundation’s trustees and staff decided that it was time 
for Charlestonians to assess the situation and potential 
direction for the future -- a future not limited to growth 
merely within the historic peninsular city, but beyond 
in areas such as Johns and James Islands, the Neck, 
Daniel Island and Cainhoy, and the historic Hwy. 61 
corridor. Clearly, HCF trustees and staff felt, it is time 
for a new plan that can take us into the 21st century.

2007 marked the 60th anniversary of the founding of 
Historic Charleston Foundation, an organization that 
has taken the philosophy of preservation to a new level 
in this country: from that of preserving individual 
buildings to preserving the living fabric of historic 
neighborhoods and communities. What better way 
to celebrate HCF’s many accomplishments over the 
past 60 years than with a gift to the city, that of a new 
Preservation Plan? And so HCF pledged its financial 
support to co-sponsor with the city of Charleston the 
development of a new plan, herein presented. 

This plan is the people’s plan. It was developed during 
numerous workshops held over the past year through-
out the Lowcountry, with thousands of public com-
ments and the oversight of a diversely represented 
Advisory Committee. Now the challenge belongs to all 
of us, the public and private sectors, working together 
to implement this plan. While Charleston is unique, the 
prevailing issues here are not so different from those 
of other historic communities throughout the country. 
Still, the solutions must be sensitive to and informed 
by the specific place where they are to be implemented. 
We are confident that with this plan in place, we can 
achieve that goal.

Katharine S. Robinson, Executive Director
Historic Charleston Foundation 
December 2007

Letter from Historic Charleston Foundation
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