TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, CHAPTER 21, ARTICLE 9, SECTION 196, TO ADD AN ADDITIONAL PROVISION TO THE FALSE ALARM ORDINANCE REGARDING THE UNINTENTIONAL SETTING  OF A FALSE ALARM AND TO SET FORTH EXCEPTIONS FOR SUCH ADDITIONAL PROVISION.  BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED:
Section 1.       Chapter 21, Article 9, Section 196 of the Code of the City of Charleston is hereby amended to read as follows:
 “Sec. 21-196. False Alarms.

(a) No person shall make or cause to be made with intent to deceive, any false alarm by means of the fire alarm system, public alarm systems, telephone or by any other means of communication.

(b) No person shall willfully make or cause to be made any false call for an ambulance by any means of communication.

(c) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section shall not apply to any authorized personnel while installing, testing, or repairing such alarm systems in the normal course of employment.
(d)
It is hereby found and determined that four (4) or more False Alarms within a calendar year is excessive, constitutes a public nuisance, and shall be unlawful. 

(1)
For the purposes of this subsection a false alarm shall mean any alarm which is given, sounded or otherwise expressed when there is no apparent causal event requiring immediate police, fire or other emergency response, including but not limited to the activation of or notification by an alarm system through mechanical or electronic defect or failure, malfunctions, defective installation, the negligence of the Alarm user or his employees, agents, invites, or licensees, or the conducting of an alarm test or drill without the prior notification to the City police and fire departments.


(2)
For the purposes of this subsection an alarm user shall mean any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company, or organization of any kind in control of any building, structure, or facility where an alarm system is maintained.  
(3) Any alarm user found to have made a false alarm pursuant to subsection (d) above shall be guilty of an infraction and fined as follows: Each alarm user shall be subject to a fine of Fifty ($50.00) Dollars each for the fourth, fifth and sixth false alarms at such location received by the City during such calendar year. Each alarm user shall be subject to a fine of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars each for the seventh and all subsequent false alarms at such location received by the City during such calendar year. 


(4)
The United States Government, the State of South Carolina, counties, municipal corporations, departments thereof and other governmental entities are exempt from all criminal penalties required by this subsection, provided that the government entity must be the owner of the alarm system.  In the event the governmental entity contracts with or otherwise arranges with a person, business, or non-government entity for an alarm system, all fees and costs shall be required from the said person, business, or non-governmental entity.”
Section 2.  
This Ordinance shall become effective September 1, 2008.
 
Ratified in City Council this______ day of _________ in the Year of Our Lord, 2008, in the 232th Year of Independence of the United States of America.
 
 
 
                                                By:      ________________________________________
                                                           Joseph P. Riley, Jr.
Mayor, City of Charleston
  
            ATTEST:                                 _______________________________________
                                                            Vanessa Turner-Maybank
                                                            Clerk of Council
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