City of Charleston Green Committee
Energy Subcommittee

May 13, 2008

City of Charleston, 75 Calhoun Street
Notes
Attendees:  
Mitch C., Katrina, Rob T., Libby S., Dick D., Brooks B., Ian S., Ed A., Ben, Preston, Christina 
Next meeting – 
WED, 5/21 at 5.45 pm Energy Subcommittee



344 Science Center College of Charleston (corner of George and Coming)



7pm Energy Forum – net metering



Room 112 of the Science Center
Tasks:
· E-mail committee/Christina (cjlarney@gmail.com) 2-3 suggestions regarding Energy Committee initiatives/activities by end of the week/over the weekend
· Decide on format and content for energy committee report (@ next meeting)
· Create timeline for completing a report by the Energy Committee with recommendations

· Research City of Charleston’s franchise agreement with SCE&G (Christina)
Decisions

Previous resolutions, committee priorities:
1. Conservation/EE (energy efficiency)
2. Funding Mechanism (community development block grant programs that can attain funding from the federal government; also possibly funding from state energy office for EE projects)
3. High profile projects

May be best to decide on 2 or 3 items for #1 & then tie-in to bigger picture issues under 2 & 3 …
In the Works:
· 4 projects are being proposed for the City of Charleston that include a wind & solar project on the Battery
· Trying to ‘streamline’ permitting process for development/building that incorporates green standards (Christina will check with buildings to see what they are doing on this)
· Feasibility study for near shore wind in Georgetown area by Clemson & Coastal Carolina

· City Hall has geothermal heat pump HVAC system http://www.usgbcsc.org/052708Workshop.pdf 

· Earth Force - May 30 James Island County Park – 10th Annual Youth Environmental Summit  http://www.earthforce.org/section/offices/lowcountry 
Notes
· Price of gas/oil already educating public on energy costs – How can this awareness be tied into initiatives/action?
· Does the committee want to try to recruit key members in the energy community? (SCE&G staff, housing authority staff – we have staff for these organizations in our contacts but they do not always attend meetings)

· Financing mechanisms are the biggest obstacle
· EE is the first step … (lowest hanging fruit except in SC energy costs are so low that payback timelines are longer than other areas of the country)

· Would like to do some projects that can be implemented in the next few months

BIG PICTURE ITEMS (political issues, big money projects): 

1. Solar energy plant (as demo, not cost effective at present; 

2. Solar on stores – Walmart & Piggly Wiggly
3. Net Metering

4. SCE&G (franchise agreement – efficient street lights; EE/DSM program implementation – public education/outreach)
WHAT CAN BE DONE NOW (grassroots efforts, citizen initiatives):

(what can the green committee do to influence/encourage people of Charleston to conserve and implement energy efficiency measures in their homes/lives; how can Green Committee support/promote current projects)

1. Conservation/EE – look into having contest for schools where students are involved; also set up a contest for organizations/neighborhood associations to decrease their energy use/carbon footprint
2. Find holes in what’s already being done – City of Charleston street lights (talk with Ed A.)
Possible projects to pursue:
· Near shore wind feasibility study for Charleston (talk with Clemson & Coastal Carolina) (Ben)
· Winsulators http://www.winsulator.com/index.htm (Dick)
· Solar hot water heating http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/your_home/water_heating/index.cfm/mytopic=12850 
· Special parking for hybrids and electric vehicles (Rob) (spoke with Carolee & the City has looked at this option but it is too complicated to implement at this time but still trying to find a viable option for the City of Charleston) http://prestonkoerner.greenoptions.com/2007/03/02/chicagos-leed-silver-green-exchange-hybrid-parking-only/  or http://media.www.dailylobo.com/media/storage/paper344/news/2005/04/15/News/Free-Hybrid.Parking.Elicits.Mixed.Feelings-926639.shtml  or http://www.cityofnewhaven.com/TrafficParking/hybridparking.asp 
· Low cost home energy audits (focus on decreasing energy/water demand) (Libby) (Does the Sustainability Institute still have free ‘EE’ kits? Are they supplied by SCE&G at no cost?)
· Energy Star awareness/education (Ian)
· Resolution for City of Charleston regarding all contracts for supplies/services – must consider carbon footprint & sustainability of the product/service being procured
· Create ‘Top 10 List’ for EE at home (quantify savings possibilities)
· Create clearly defined, action steps for residents/organizations to get involved (make accessible to all income levels)
