When the city’s first bluestone
in generations was laid at Wa-
terfront Park, neither Livingston
nor Mayor Joe Riley were quite
pleased, partly because its edges
looked too perfect.

“We realized it didn’t look
right,” Riley says. “The reason it
didn’t look like what was in the
quarries now is, when they cut
materials, they use very fine and
precise equipment, where in the
old days, someone was chiseling
it.”

Livingston had heard of a rem-
edy, and the city and its contrac-
tors now use an acetylene torch
to carefully flake off the edges
of the stone to give them a more
worn, historic look.

“It works. It makes all the-dif-
ference in the world,” Riley says.
On King Street, the bluestone
came in 23 different-sized pieces
ranging in size from 1 % feet by 2

feet up to 4 feet by 5 feet.

They’re laid in a random ashlar
pattern, which gives the sidewalk
a distinctive look.

“There are so many random
widths and lengths that there’s

torium, 360 Meeting St. Jonathan
Poston, director of the Clemson
Center for Historic Preservation,
will talk about “The Renewed
Challenge to Charleston,” a timely
topic given the pending work on
a new city preservation plan.

no two areas of sidewalk that
would have exactly the same pat-
tern, but they appear to be very
similar because of the similar
rules that were used,” Livingston
says. One rule: There’s no inter-
section of joints within 6 inches
of any other. Another rule is that
the joints running from a build-
ing to the street are never inter-
rupted.

“When I've seen bluestone that
has been laid in a very symmetri-
cal, consistent pattern, it loses
character,” he says.

Robert Behre may be reached
at 937-5771 or by fax at 937-5579.
His e-mail address is rbehre@
postandcourier.com, and his mail-
ing address is 134 Columbus St.,

Charleston, SC 29403.




